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Believing in a process whereby an individual and/or a group become responsibly connected to the 
community and to society through some activity. Recognizing that members of communities are not 
independent, but interdependent.

Citizenship

Your
Score

Resources for Improvement 

Tips
Find a cause about which you are passionate and find 
ways to get involved to make a difference. 

Books and Articles
Bonnet, J. (2009). Citizenship. In S.R. Komives, W. Wagner, 

& Associates, Leadership for a better world  
(pp. 149-189). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

Bornstein, D. (2007). How to change the world: Social 
entrepreneurs and the power of new ideas. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 

Carducci, R. & Rhoads, R.A. (2005, November/December). 
Of minds and media: Teaching critical citizenship to 
the plugged-in generation. About Campus, 10, 2-9. 

Erickson, G. (2004). Raising the bar: Integrity and passion in 
life and business. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

Komives, S.R., Lucas, N., & McMahon, T.R. (2007).  
Exploring leadership (2nd Ed.). San Francisco:  
Jossey-Bass. 

Nicholls, A. (Ed.). (2006). Social entrepreneurship: New 
models of sustainable social change. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press.

Putnam, R.D. (2000). Bowling alone: The collapse and revival 
of American community. New York: Simon & Schuster. 

Other Media
PBS created a documentary on everyday heroes and social 
entrepreneurs. The videos provide inspiration  
and show how one person can make a difference. For 
more information, visit: 

www.pbs.org/opb/thenewheroes/whatis/  

Ashoka provides an overview and diverse examples  
of social entrepreneurs in the U.S. and internationally.  
For more information, visit: 

www.ashoka.org/fellows/social_entrepreneur.cfm 

What This Means
Citizenship means more than voting and a passport— 
in this model, Citizenship really means stewardship, 
or seeing yourself as part of something larger. 
Involvement in change and a commitment to making 
a difference are hallmarks of Citizenship. Awareness 
of local, national, and global news also contributes to 

Citizenship. Even more than awareness is engaging 
with news events in a critical way and doing 
something to make the world a better place. 

Below are helpful resources if you want to improve in 
this area or learn more about Citizenship.
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